
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Cleveland Rocks: Past, Present and Future 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Collinwood Rocks the Summer 

Your Project Summary: This will be 4 summer outdoor concerts, with workshops, in the Waterloo Arts 

and Entertainment District which will showcase original musicians and bands who live, rehearse or want 

to workshop in the North Collinwood neighborhood. The first concert will be at the Waterloo Arts Festival, 

June 24, 2017, as we did in 2015 as part of the Rock Solid project. Becoming a series will connect more 

bands with new audiences, let audiences know Collinwood is a music incubator, and help musicians 

network. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application 

that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Samuel Sellers 
(Brooklyn, NY) 

Grace Kewl-Durfey 
(Fort Lauderdale, FL) 

Jared Shenk  
(St. Paul, MN) 

Lindsay So 
(Philadelphia, PA) 

Miguel Rodriguez 
(Boston, MA) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Summer outdoor concerts with workshops benefit the public and artists.  The project intent to 

support the development of Collinwood as a music incubator is great for community vitality, economic 

development and cultural enrichment.  Musicians producing original music need support, particularly with 

audience cultivation.  more details about the musician selection process and how musicians would learn 

about the opportunity would be helpful.  I'm always appreciative of public funds being used primarily to 

pay artists (workforce development); consider refining support materials to tell a more complete story, 

doing so could also assist with fundraising. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This application meets funding criteria. This is a very straight forward proposal in support of a 

summer music festival, impacting 2,000 people. The activities on how the bands are selected are well 

articulated and specific. I particularly was impressed with their focus on helping local artists and bands 

network their products while building community. The proposed budget makes sense for this type of 

project. Very clear and good proposal. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Indeed, creating a community connection amongst emerging local artists and potential fans in 

the city that is home to the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame is a grass-roots realization of the roots of the 

musical culture. I rate this application a "yes" as primarily purposing CAC funding to pay bands for 

performance is reflective of the maxims of cultural vibrancy and public benefit. Organizational capacity is 

particularly highlighted here, as the number of bands that will be paid (15 x $300) is maximizing 

remuneration while not undervaluing the performing ensembles. I would like further detail with regards 

to the workshops/interactive moments with the performers, and wonder if this aspect of their 

responsibilities is part of the Cleveland Rocks application/selection process? 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this applicant meets the funding criteria. Good use of the 2012 study to demonstrate the 

untapped artistic resources in your community, and also how you plan to use accessible venues in the 

community as a way to encourage redevelopment. Your previous experience in 2015 shows that you have 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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the organizational structure to carry out this plan, and I like that you've chosen to expand to more events 

to give more artists the chance to perform. I have no reservations about this proposal, but keep in mind 

that engagement of the community should be an essential part of this to create a public benefit. How will 

you engage members of the community who aren't as likely to attend events (especially the free ones 

that are more easily accessible)? That will ultimately be part of redeveloping the area's music scene, 

especially on the community level. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The applicant demonstrates a knowledge the musician community and its proposed 

programming is open to the public. It contributes to the cultural vibrancy of local neighborhoods and 

notes a demand from musicians (their community) to continue to provide this kind of program. They 

engage qualified musicians and have noted that this program is an expansion of past programming. 

Explanation as to why and why there was a need would have demonstrative process of reflection that 

ensures continuous improvement and would have been good to include. Clarity in connection between 

project goals and progress measurement is needed. If the goal is to create new audiences for local bands 

and musicians, how will they know they've accomplished that? The response given is more of a list of what 

they will do to try and achieve that goal. Given their community response, the applicant does not 

demonstrate a knowledge of music fans. Because of the unclear connection between project goals and 

progress measurement and a lack of evidence that the applicant engages in a process to ensure 

improvement, the applicant somewhat meets the funding criteria. 

 

 

Panelist 5 


